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the dominant member to pay a greater price than he 
would want to payor could pay.s 
I would like to conclude by making it clear that in 
this response I have not tried to defend in general the 
use of sociobiological principles to solve philosophical 
problems, a task which would require a great deal more 
effort than I have expended. Rather, I have tried to 
show that ifit is legitimate to introduce sociobiological 
considerations into philosophical disputes, in this case 
into the dispute regarding the morality of hunting,6 then 
we should not assume that such considerations 
necessarily support the hunter's case. That is, anti-
hunters should resist the claim that justice and mercy 
are free-floating cultural artifacts which are not rooted 
in natural inclination. 
Notes 
1 See Stephen R. L. Clark, "The Rights of Wild Things," 
Inquiry 22, p. 181, and C. 1. Jolly, ''The Seed-Eaters: A New 
Model of Hominid Differentiation Based on a Baboon 
Analogy," Man 5 (1970). Even E. O. Wilson sees human 
beings as more pacific than Causey and Vitali. See 
Sociobiology (Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 1975), 
p.568. 
2 In this and the following paragraphs see Stephen R. L. 
Clark, The Nature of the Beast (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1982), p. 34, 42, 6lff, 82ff, 110. 
3 See H. P. and M. K. Harlow, "The Affectional Systems," 
in Non-Hwnan Primates, ed. by Schrier, Harlow, and Stolnitz 
(N. Y: Academic Press. 1965). Further, Washoe, the earliest 
of the Ameslan apes, on being introduced to chimpanzees 
who had not learned American Sign Language, referred to 
them with hostility as "black bugs." Xenophobia, it seems, 
we do inherit from the primates. Also see 1. Eibl-Eibesfeldt, 
The Biology ofPeace and War (London: Thames and Hudson, 
1979), pp. 35, 50, 88, 110, and E. Linden, Apes, Men and 
Language (N. Y: Dutton, 1975), pp. 25, 46, 110. 
4 See Robert Elliot's review of Stephen R. L. Clark's The 
Nature ofthe Beast inAustralasianlournal ofPhilosophy 61 
(1983), pp. 454-456. 
S See Stephen R. L. Clark, "Hume, Animals, and the 
Objectivity of Morals," The Philosophical Quarterly 35 
(1985), p. 125. 
6 It should be noted that Causey explicitly relies on the 
notion of a basic urge to kill in her article, whereas Vitali 
uses it implicitly. Nonetheless we can see Vitali refer to 
"human predators," to the "joy and thrill" of hunting, to the 
"pleasure" of killing, to killing as "a primal act," etc. 
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